
Trying to perfect their skill, skat-
ers put in many days of hard prac-
tice performing different tricks.
Because of the difficulty and dan-
ger involved injuries were fre-
quent.
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Skaters search for public domain
"H
e y !
You
ped-
estri-
ans,
you know better than to
walk down this street! Ev-
eryone knows this street is
only for people on skate-
boards!"
This statement of course
is untrue. But, if this were
ever a reality, skating
could become the most
popular   port around.
Street signs and other
paraphalania that was as-
sociated with the prohibit-
ed sport of skating ap-
peared frequently around
schools, businesses, malls,
and  other  popular  skate
places.
"Skate harassment lim-
its your street skating. I
usually only skate fifteen
minutes at every spot. If I
stay any longer, some peo-
ple may call the police,"
said Chuck Dyer.
Although some partici-
pants were discouraged
from the sport because of
this harassment, those who
stuck it out found that
there were a few support-
ers who were interested in
finding them a place to
skate.
Among these support-
ers were Mandalay Surf-
+ Sport and Astro Skate.
Both businesses have spon-
sored various activities for
skaters of all ages.
"We support them (the
skaters) in their skating.
We like to give them an
outlet and a place to show
their skating accomplish-
ments, said Bill McKenna,
owner of Mandalay Surf-
+ Sport.
On May, 1988, Mandr-
lay Surf + Sport sponsorei.
its annual street skating
contest. The contest was
held at Largo Rec Center.
It was a success and gave
skaters from all around a
chance to skate without
the harassment commonly
associated with skaters.
"I think the contest gave
skaters a chance to show
off their skills which are
usually prohibited. It gives
skaters a chance to skate
together legally and meet
other skaters," said Jason
Rhoades.
Astro Skate, another lo-
cal supporter of this sport
also put on a few contests
for the skaters. They did so
by sponsoring an indoor
ramp contest, and attract-
ed skaters from all over
Florida.
"The Astro ramp con-
test was great because it
was inside, and it has a de-
cent ramp. It also gave me
a chance to meet a lot of
good skaters from all over
Florida," added Rhoades.
Despite the harassment
and other attempts to
eliminate skaters, they still
managed to find available
places to skate. Thanks to
local supporters who tried
as often as possible to help
these skaters perfect their
sport, the sport of skating
was still alive.
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